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I am grateful for the generous support 
of the CALA Conference Travel Grant 
for my participation in the professional 
activities at the ALA annual conference 
and also the CALA annual program 
and board meetings in July 2009 in 
Chicago, Illinois. Highlighted be-
low is a brief report of some of my 
activities during the ALA/CALA 
conferences. 
 
CALA has made tremendous 
achievements in recent years. As a 
board member, I attended two 
board  meetings on Saturday, July 
11, 2009 and Monday, July 13, 
2009 where the board reviewed the 
recent developments and future 
plans to carry out CALA’s mission 
defining 2010 strategic goals that 
are aimed at taking a leadership role in 
the development of librarianship, both 
nationally and internationally, as well 
as offering its members many profes-
sional development opportunities. I 
also attended the CALA membership 
meeting and the annual program. I lis-
tened to informative committee and 
officer reports and engaging discus-
sions, and I was excited to hear the 
remarkable achievements that CALA 
has made in the past year. 
 
As chair of the CALA JLIS (Journal of 
Library and Information Science) Edi-
torial Board, I convened an editorial 
board meeting and presented an over-

view of the current state of the 
JLIS.  Strategies for the journal’s 
future development were dis-
cussed. The JLIS has provided an 
outlet for CALA members to 
publish peer-reviewed articles. 
Moreover, the CALA 2010 Stra-
tegic Plan has identified the JLIS 
as a means to provide educational 
and professional development 
opportunities for librarians in 
CALA and beyond. I am ex-
tremely honored to have this op-
portunity to work with the edito-

rial board to play a leadership role to 
benefit CALA members in their schol-
arly achievements, and help CALA 
reach a new height as a professional 
organization. 

 
 It was the first time I signed up for the 
ALA affiliate booth at the ex-
hibit hall on behalf of CALA this 
year, and the experience was 
both exciting and rewarding. It 
was a great opportunity to talk to 
ALA conference attendees and 
visitors about what CALA (as an 
ALA affiliate) can offer and the 
many professional development 
opportunities with CALA. Many 
visitors glanced through sample 
issues of JLIS on display there, 
and were very much interested in 
the publication opportunities 
with the journal. I also recruited mem-

bers for CALA at the booth. 
 
 I participated in the assembly of the 
OLOS Advisory Committee and its 
subcommittees on Friday, July 10, 
2009 for an afternoon of sharing, net-
working and future program planning. 
I also attended many conference events 
where I networked a lot, including 
some events that I attended on behalf 
of CALA. I had the opportunities to 
meet and greet the leaders from ALA 
ethnic caucuses and we were very 
pleased to see the result of the joint 
efforts of the caucuses to address the 
issue of diversity, the impact of the 
first JCLC (Joint Conference of Librar-
ies of Color), the success of the joint 
mini-conferences held in the Northeast 

region, and the excitement of the 
planning for the 2011 JCLC II.  
 
These experiences have benefited 
me and will continue to benefit 
me as I strive for professional 
development as an academic li-
brarian. The experiences have 
also broadened my vision, which, 
in turn, will be translated into my 
professional services to library 
organizations in general, and to 
CALA in particular. 
 
 

 

Achievements of CALA Members 

By Min Chou 
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7-11-09 Saturday 7:00-10:00 p.m.  

Palmer House Salon VIII 
ALA 2009 Annual Conference, Chicago, IL 

Board of Directors present:  Sha 
Li Zhang, Haipeng Li, Qi Chen, 
Min Chou, Nancy Sun Hershoff, 
Dora Ho, Shuyong Jiang, Xudong 
Jin, Vincci Kwong, Ester Lee, Yi 
Liang, Zhijia Shen, Amy Tsiang, 
Hanrong Wang, Karen Wei, Hong 
Xu, Jen-chien Yu, Haiwang Yuan, 
Liana Zhou,  
Absence Requested & Ap-
proved: Dajin Sun, Jiun Kuo, 
Yongyi Song, Bin Zhang, Grace 
Gu, Jing Zhong 
Absent: Zheng Wang 
Guests: Mengxiong Liu, Suhua 
Fan, Maria Fung, Miao Hong, 
Guoqing Li, Maggie Wang, Lisa 
Zhao, Manual Urrizola, Mary Jo 
Venetis, Patty Wong, Mario Gan-
zales 
I.  Sha Li Zhang called the meet-
ing to order at 7:15 pm Sha Li 
welcomed everyone and greeted 
the guests. The meeting started 
with self introductions. 
II. Approval of Agenda 
Haipeng amended the agenda by 
adding the following: 
a.Under VI. President's Report, 
add 2. IMLS Report; 3. Tribute to 
Satia's Retirement  
b. Under IX. Committee Reports, 
C. for CALA JLIS Editorial 
Board, add 3. Intern position. 
c. Correction on G. Finance Com-
mittee, b. Earthquake Funs of 
$10,400 instead of $10,800; add e. 
to authorize the treasurer to take 
actions immediately; under 2, 
numbering should be a.b.c. 
Agenda was amended. Nancy 
Hershoff made the motion, sec-
onded by Lisa Zhao. Vote was 
conducted and approval was 
unanimous. 
Haipeng also thanked all chairs of 
committees, taskforces, for send-
ing in reports. Only one report 
was not in (Northern California 
Chapter report). 
III. ALA Exe. Board liaison, 
Mario Gonzales, offered a report 
on the development of ALA. 
Mario indicated he was here to 
report but also to seek feedback to 
report back to ALA.  He reported 
that this year ALA membership 
had decreased from 65,000 to 

63,000 (he was appalled and ex-
cited to hear that CALA member-
ship this year had increased by 
20%). ALA is also targeting st 
student members to seek new 
blood into the organization. 
ALA's new initiative with Camila 
Alire is advocacy, which will 
involve all caucus organizations 
(Patty will talk about this). ALA is 
also working to make sure that 
libraries is getting a portion of the 
stimulous bill. If interested, please 
go to ala.org/knowyourstimulous. 
ALA is also facing budget impact 
and has decided on a 1 week long 
furlough days. Another task ALA 
is working on  is its next strategic 
plan and is seeking input from all 
divisions and affiliations. Mario 
indicated this is his last CALA 
Board meeting as the ALA Exe. 
Board liaison. He has enjoyed this 
role and wished to thank the 
CALA board for his participation. 
IV.  Camila Alire's Initiative: 
Patty Wong and Mary Jo Venetis 
came to talk to the CALA Board 
about ALA Presidential Initiative: 
Libraries: the Heart of All Com-
munities. They gave an overview 
of the initiative and went on to ask 
all 5 caucuses to get involved. 
Camila allocated $3,000 for each 
caucus to take on this project, but 
each caucus will need to submit a 
proposal, which is due on Sept. 
15, 2009. CALA Board approved 
to authorize the president to ap-
point a task force to work on this. 
V.  Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
Min commented in future meeting 
minutes for absences, we should 
use "absence requested & ap-
proved" instead of simply 
"absences requested" which we 
thought was a good way of re-
cording and duly noted. Zhijia 
Shen moved to approve the min-
utes; seconded by Dora Ho. Ap-
proval was unanimous. 
VI. President's Report 
Sha Li reported on the activities 
for the past year (please see her 
report on the CALA website). 
Some of the highlights for the 
year include the CALA travel 
grants, increased membership, 

members' participation in the 
IMLS grant project and the semi-
nar series, among many others.  
 
Emerging leaders: One issue 
which needs attention is the 
CALA's participation in the 
Emerging Leaders Program, 
which requires CALA to support 
CALA's nominations with $1,000 
each year for each nomination. 
We discussed whether we would 
want to continue to sponsor two 
emerging leaders as opposed to 
one. The general feeling is that 
this is a good program for CALA 
to be involved in and we should 
continue with two nominations 
each year. The Board then ap-
proved to continue to support two 
each year and to authorize the 
president to form a taskforce to 
evaluate the program to see how 
involved these emerging leaders 
are after they finish the program. 
Min Chou made the motion to 
approve the recommendation, 
seconded by Dora Ho. Approval 
was unanimous. 
Think Globally Act Globally re-
port: Karen Wei reported on the 
IMLS grant project, indicating 
that things were moving forward 
nicely. Ten library directors were 
here at ALA and met most of us. 
They would be going out to vari-
ous locations after ALA to hosting 
institutions, some of whom are 
CALA members and chapters. 
Three CALA teams are also going 
to China this year (one already 
happened in May); all presenters 
have been selected. Three more 
will be going next year in Feb. 
April and July. CALA members 
are encouraged to apply. 
Satia's Tribute: Satia Orange has 
been ALA's liaison to the five 
ethnic caucuses and has been a 
tremendous resource to CALA. 
Satia is retiring and her party is 
tonight. CALA is on the agenda 
for honor her at 9:30 pm. We feel 
we are grateful to Satia for all she 
has done for CALA. Liana Zhou 
has written a poem to honor her at 
the reception. Sha Li asked the 
(Continue on p. 30)                     
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CALA Board (2009-2010) Meeting I Minutes 
7-13-09 Monday 8:00-10:00 a.m.  

Hyatt Regency Chicago Columbus Hall C/D 
ALA 2009 Annual Conference, Chicago, IL 
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Board of Directors present:  Xudong Jin, 
Haipeng Li, Sha Li Zhang, Min Chou, 
Vincci Kwong, Yi Liang, Zhijia Shen, Amy 
Tsiang, Karen Wei, Hong Xu, Jen-chien 
Yu, Liana Zhou, Maria Fung, Hong Miao, 
Manual Urrizola. 
Absence Requested & Approved: Dajin 
Sun, Jiun Kuo, Bin Zhang, Shuyong Jiang, 
Lisa Zhao, Haiwang Yuan, Yongyi Song. 
Absent: Lili Li, Li Sun,  Ding Ye,  Zhixian 
(George) Yi. 
  

Guests: Guoqing Li 
I. Sha Li Zhang called the meeting to order 
at 8:30 am.  Sha Li welcomed everyone and 
started the transition process of the CALA 
presidency. She passed on the torch to Xu-
dong who thus officially became the CALA 
president 2009-2010.Xudong then took 
over the presiding over the meeting. 
II. Self introductions of Board members 
were conducted. 
III. Approval of Agenda 
Haipeng amended the agenda by moving 
the unfinished business from the last Board 
meeting to an earlier item to become IV, 
adding an action item of changing the Ad 
Hoc Travel Grant Committee to a standing 
committee. Motion was made by Manuel 
Urrizola and seconded by Min Chou. Ap-
proval by Board was unanimous. 
IV. Unfinished/Old Business 
IX. B. Best Book Award Committee: 
recommendations come from the Exe. 
Committee other than the Best Book Com-
mittee. Discussion around the value of the 
work done by the committee, the process of 
nominations, and procedures of contacting 
nominees were discussed. The Board recog-
nized the hard work by the committee, but 
it has been a real problem of contacting the 
nominees and giving out the awards. In 
general the nominees/recipients never come 
to the Award banquet to receive the awards. 
Each year, plaques are made for them but 
no one comes to receive them. Logistically 
it has also become an issue as it costs 
money to buy books to review and make 
the plaques, and takes efforts to bring them 
to the banquet, and then take them back as 
no one at the banquet was there to receive 
them. Suggestions include the committee 
focusing on emerging authors, exploring 
various categories, or limiting to CALA 
members.  Min Chou expressed concerns of 
limiting the best book award to CALA 
members only.  The Board felt that all the 
recommendations were worth exploring and 

would like to have the committee next year 
to work on them. Liana moved that the 
Board approve the suspension of the nomi-
nation process for next year, having the 
committee review current practice and 
procedures and submit the final report to 
the Board for consideration. The motion 
was seconded by Amy Tsiang. All ap-
proved except Min Chou who abstained.  
 
IX. F. Constitution & Bylaws Committee: 
The Committee recommends that only 
formal concerns with proper documentation 
brought to the attention of the comm. be 
reviewed and acted on, with possible solu-
tions to the Board for consideration; and 
referring issues relating to uncontested 
elections to the Nominating Committee 
through the President. Discussions were 
held and voting was conducted. Approval 
was unanimous. 
 
IX. G. Finance Committee: An amend-
ment was made to add item e. Take actions 
immediately to section 1. Therefore the 
action items from the committee are: 
1. In regards to the bank accounts of over 
$74,638.91, bearing less than 1 % interest, 
and the stock market is very volatile, the 
Committee recommends the Treasurer to 
find a neighborhood bank with a high FDIC
-insured CD yield for a year (e.g., 2.50 % at 
the First American International Bank for a 
year, or check with Bankrate.com) and: 
a.  Leave $20,000.00 in the bank for daily 
operation. 
b.      Let the China Earthquake Fund of 
$10,800.00 be distributed to China by its 
Taskforce within a month or two, in order 
to clear the Fund. 
c. Deposit the Life Membership Fund 
(restricted) of $11,000.00 in a new annual 
CD for more growth. 
d. Deposit the remaining $32,812.60 plus 
the newly raised sum of $7,750.00 (once all 
received) to two new CDs for a little more 
interest. 
e. Take actions immediately 
2. That means :  
a. Leave the six investment accounts alone 
(five in Vanguard and one in Janus), so that 
when the economy changes for the better, 
those funds will rise with the stock mar-
ket.    
b. Leave the Sally Tseng Grant account of 
$1,020.72 separate, so that the $2,750.00 
raised recently for it will soon be added to 
that Grant. 

c. Add new Life Membership Fund to the 
existing account with $26.31, because 
$11,000.00 would be taken out for a new 
CD. 
Amendment was moved by Manuel Urri-
zola and seconded by Min Chou. Approval 
was unanimous. 
IX. I. Membership Committee recom-
mendations:  
1. Committee recommends that an elec-
tronic version of the CALA Membership 
Print Directory be put on the CALA web-
site for the purpose of easier access by 
CALA members. Amendment was made to 
make an electronic version of the CALA 
Membership Print Directory on the CALA 
website closed to only CALA mem-
bers.  The amendment was made by 
Manuel Urrizola, seconded by Jen-chien 
Yu. Voting was conducted and the motion 
passed. 
 
2. The original CALA Listserv was de-
signed to be an "Open list". The committee 
commends that CALA Listserv should stay 
as an "Open list" (open to everyone) rather 
than a "Closed list" (Only open to CALA 
members). Board favored the recommenda-
tion and voting was conducted. All ap-
proved except Min Chou who abstained. 
Motion passed.  
 

IX. N. Publications Committee  
Action Items: 
1. The Publications Committee (2009-
2010) should work closely with the OPS 
Editor-in-Chief on the recommendation of 
one OPS editor when the term of David 
Hickey ends in June 2010; 2.  Continue the 
project, "Spotlight on CALA Members";  
3.  Review the new CALA Web site and 
make recommendations for improvements 
to the Web Committee.  
All three items are approved by the Board. 
The next item came from the Greater Mid-
Atlantic Chapter regarding the CALA 30 
year commemorative book. 
4. Authorize chapters to give each new 
member a copy of the book as an incentive 
and a benefit as a new member but also as 
a recruitment tool.  The Board thought it 
was a good idea. Voting was conducted 
and the motion was approved. 
 

X. B. Organizational Manuals Taskforce 
recommendations: 
1. The Board reviews the six documents 
completed by the Organizational Manual 
(Continue on p. 31)  
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CALA Board Special Online Meeting IV 
2008-2009 
Special Meeting on CALA 
Travel Grant Guidelines. 
 
The special online meeting for 
the CALA Board of Directors, 
was conducted from Feb. 11-
25, 2009. Sha Li Zhang, presi-
dent of CALA, presided over 
the meeting and provided the 
context for the issue at hand: 
"I am now calling a special 
online meeting to discuss and 
vote for the CALA Travel 
Grant Guidelines developed 
by the CALA Travel Grant 
Guidelines Taskforce chaired 
by Mengxiong Liu. The dura-
tion of this special online 
meeting is from February 11 
through 25, 2009.  The ur-
gency for this online meeting 
is that the Task Force needs to 
take actions if we want to start 
offering grants, particularly 
for ALA Annual Conference 
in Chicago in July 2009. 
 
At the ALA Annual Confer-
ence in Anaheim in June 2008, 
the CALA Board of Directors 
voted unanimously for the 
recommendation from the 
CALA Finance Committee to 
establish the CALA Travel 
Grants. I appointed the task-
force in fall 2008 to develop 
the guidelines so that we could 
implement this action item. 
At the ALA Midwinter Meet-
ing in Denver in January 2009, 
Mengxiong presented the 
guidelines.  The Board sug-
gested several revisions.  
 
Given the current economic 
climate, the Board's discussion 
was around whether we would 
have the fund to give out four 
grants each year or the same 
person could apply every year. 
An amendment was made to 

refer the guidelines back to the 
taskforce  to incorporate word-
ing such as "subject to the 
availability of funds," and to 
further discuss the frequency 
by which an applicant can 
apply to the funding. 
 
Now you have the revised 
documents.  Please review the 
guidelines and application 
forms and offer com-
ments.  Then I will call for a 
motion on the documents. " 
Both the guidelines and the 
application form were at-
tached in the email that Sha Li 
sent out.  Several board mem-
bers commented on the re-
vised guidelines and expressed 
appreciation to Mengxiong 
and her committee for the 
quick action and sufficiently 
addressing the two issues 
raised at the Board meeting in 
Denver. 
 
After some discussions, revi-
sions were recommended and 
made by Min Chou and Dajin 
Sun. Because the deadline was 
approaching, Sha Li suggested 
that the meeting be extended 
to Friday Feb. 27th. It was 
agreed. Further discussion was 
held. 
 
Sha Li called for a motion at 
12:08 pm Feb. 26, 2009. Amy 
Tsiang moved the Board ap-
prove the amended CALA 
Travel Grant Guidelines de-
veloped by the CALA Travel 
Grant Guidelines Taskforce 
and amended by the board at 
12:15 pm (EST) Feb. 26, 
2009, seconded by Shuyong 
Jiang at 12:21 pm Feb. 26, 
2009.  
 
Voting was conducted at 

12:25 pm Feb. 26, 2009 and 
here is the result declared by 
Sha Li: 
 
Many thanks for your active 
participation in the special 
online meeting from February 
11 through 27, 2009.  The 
amended CALA Conference 
Travel grant Guidelines was 
moved by Amy Tsiang and 
was seconded by Shuyong 
Jiang and Bin Zhang. The 
amended guidelines were ap-
proved by a majority of the 
board members through online 
votes.  Therefore, the motion 
carries and the special online 
meeting adjourns. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 
pm on Feb. 27, 2009. Sha Li 
thanked all board members for 
their participation in this proc-
ess. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Haipeng Li 
CALA Interim Executive Di-
rector 
February 27, 2009 
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Board meeting 7/11/09 
(Continued from p.28) Board to en-
dorse such tribute. Zhijia Shen 
moved to make the endorsement and 
Amy Tsiang seconded it. Voting was 
carried and approval was unanimous. 
Liana Zhou announced that Sally 
Tseng shipped the book to her on the 
Sichuang earthquake which is avail-
able for purchasing. Proceeds will go 
to support the earquake efforts. 
It's 9:20 pm and we need to adjourn 
in order to participate in Satia's re-
ception. Qi Chen moved to adjourn 
the meeting; seconded by Karen 
Wei. The meeting adjourned at 9:20 
pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Haipeng Li 
7-21-09
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 Meeting V 4-20-2009    
Special Meeting V from April 16 through 
30, 2009 to review the recommendations 
from the CALA Publications Committee 
and vote for the committee's recommenda-
tions.  
 
The three-year term of the current Editor-
in-Chief of the CALA Occasional Paper 
Series (OPS) and its editorial board will be 
expired at the end of the ALA Annual to 
be held in July 2009 in Chicago.  To help a 
smooth transition for this important posi-
tion, ample time is needed for the out-
going editor-in-chief and the incoming 
editor-in-chief for the transition. There-
fore, we need to take a prompt action on 
this matter.  
 
The Committee recommended Bao 
Xueming as the next OPS Editor-in-Chief 
starting July 2009, for a three-year 
term.  The committee also recommended 
the OPS Editorial Board members: Lois 
Mai Chan, Manuel Urrizola, and Ingrid 
Hsich-Yee for a 3-year term (2009-2012), 
and Xiaoli Fang and Chihfen P. Lin for a 2
-year term (2009-2011).  
 
The special online meeting IV, 2009, for 
the CALA Board of  Directors, was con-
ducted from April 16 through 30, 2009. 
Sha Li Zhang, President of CALA, called 
the meeting to order online, presided over 
the meeting and led the voting process.   

Voting was conducted on April 20th, 2009 

and completed on April 30th, 2009. As this 
was a motion from the Publications Com-
mittee, no second will be needed. Voting 
was called on the 20th, 21 Yes votes were 
received which represented a majority. 
Therefore the recommendations for the 
OPS editors were approved and appointed. 
Voting was completed on April 30, 2009. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Haipeng Li 
CALA Interim Executive Director 
April 30, 2009 
 

Meeting VI 5-12-2009 
Special Meeting from May 12 through 26, 
2009 to review the recommendation from 
the CALA Awards Committee and vote 
for the recommendation from the Commit-
tee that Mr. John Ma be the  recipient for 
the 2009 CALA Distinguished Services 
Award. 
CALA President Sha Li Zhang called for 
the meeting online at 4:22 pm., May 12, 
2009.  She called for voting at 4:30 p.m., 
Thursday, May 14, 2009.   Voting started 
on May 14th, through May 22, 2009. 20 
votes were cast and all were YES votes. 
Sha Li declared on May 22, 2009 that 
voting was over and that the recommenda-
tion from the CALA Awards Committee 
that Mr. John Ma be the recipient for the 
2009 CALA Distinguished Services 
Award was approved by the Board. 
The special online meeting ended on May 
22, 2009.              

Respectfully submitted 
Haipeng Li 

CALA Interim Executive Director    
May 22, 2009 

Meeting VII 6-17, 2009 
A CALA Board of Directors Special 
Online Meeting on June 17 through 26, 
2009 was called by Sha Li Zhang, CALA 
President, to review the recommenda-
tions from the CALA Awards Commit-
tee and vote for the recommendations 
from the Committee that Ms. Barbara 
Ford and Mr. Haipeng Li be the recipi-
ents for the 2009 CALA President's Rec-
ognition Award. 
The online meeting started on June 17 to 
review the Committee's recommenda-
tions, the President's nominations, and 
the nominees' curriculum vitas.  The 
Board members were then asked to cast 
their votes on June 19, 2009. 
By June 26, 2009, 22 Board of Directors 
voted YES on the recommendations. 
Therefore, the Awards Committee's rec-
ommendations of Ms. Barbara Ford and 
Ms. Haipeng Li being the recipients for 
the 2009 CALA President's Recognition 
Award were approved.  Sha Li Zhang 
declared adjourn of the special online 
meeting at 5:00 p.m. (EST), June 26, 
2009. 
Submitted by Sha Li Zhang (Haipeng Li 
was excluded from this special online 
meeting) 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Haipeng Li 
CALA Interim Executive Director                                  
 June 28, 2009 

CALA Board Meetings 

Board Meeting 7/13/09 
(Continued from p.29) Taskforce, and if 
acceptable, approves them in principle as 
working documents. 
2. Posts the completed documents on 
CALA website. 
3. CALA officers and committees con-
cerned use the finalized manuals, and pro-
vide feedback, if any, for further revision. 
Discussions were held and an amendment 
was made to #2 as amended:  Posts the 
completed documents on CALA website 
with restrictions, amended by Sha Li 
Zhang. The amendment was moved by 
Liana Zhou and seconded by Manuel Urri-
zola. Voting was conducted and approval 
was unanimous. 
 

X. D. CALA Travel Grant Ad Hoc Com-
mittee recommendation:  change the ad 
hoc committee to a standing committee. 
Manuel Urrizola moved, seconded by 
Hong Miao. 
V. President's Report: Xudong Jin reported 
that committee appointments are still ongo-
ing and will be completed soon. Once that's 
done, the CALA website will be updated 
with new committee information. 
VI. Executive Director's Report: Haipeng 
Li reported that this past year had been a 
wonderful year for CALA under the out-
standing leadership of Sha Li Zhang. He 
thanked Sha Li for the great work she did 
which continued to sustain the efforts of 
CALA's activities and promoted the visibil-
ity of CALA to a higher level, both nation-
ally and internationally. We were also 

looking forward to work under Xudong Jin's 
leadership as the new president. 
VII. New Business 
ALA President Camila Alire's New Ini-
tiative Task Force: This is of urgent matter 
as the deadline for proposal is due Sept. 15, 
2009. The Board authorized new CALA 
President Xudong Jin to appoint a task force 
to work on it. Motion was moved by Min 
Chou and seconded by Liana Zhou. 
VIII. At 10:00 am. Zhijia Shen moved to 
adjourn the meeting, seconded by Amy 
Tsing. Motion was approved by the Board. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Haipeng Li 
7-23-09 
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Best Book Award Committee  
MEMBER ROSTER: 
Julia Tung (Co-Chair), Miao 
Jin (Co-Chair), Warren W. 
Wright, Liu Wen-Ling, Karen 
Wei, Hong Cheng, Lan 
Shen.             
          
IS THIS AN Interim or an-
nual REPORT? __Interim 
_x_ Annual 
 
SIGNIFICANT ACTIVI-
TIES:  
The Best Book Award ad hoc 
Committee was formed in 
June, 2005. It became a regu-
lar committee in 2008.  The 
main activities of this Com-
mittee are listed in two sec-
tions:  
 
A. During the 2008-2009 
term, the Committee activities 
included: 
 
1. Opened a BestNewChine-
seNewBookAward2008  Yaho
o Group for members. 
2. Our objective: Every 
member will participate in all 
activities. Award selection 
was assigned to three sub-
groups: 
(1) Adult Group: Julia Tung 

submitted many new 
nominations; nominated 
books were purchased 
through dealers, borrowed 
from members or local 
libraries, or sent from 
publishers. Members were 
asked to submit and dis-
cuss nominations as well 
as raise and resolve other 
relevant issues. 

 
(2) Young Readers and Chil-

dren Group:  Warren 
Wright found sources and 
nominated titles for the 
juvenile and children's 

books. 
 
3.  We reviewed last year's 
documents and made minor 
changes. The documents used 
this year are: 
      2008-2009 CALA Annual 
Best Book Award Guide-
lines, CALA Best Book Award 
Nomination Form.      
4. The Committee was able to 
collect 8 titles for Non-fiction, 
6 titles for adult, 4 titles for 
young adults and 2 titles for 
children. 
 
B. Committee members sub-
mitted nominations, and then 
voted on one for each cate-
gory. 
 
CALA Best Book Award 
Nominations 2008-2009: 
Adult: 
 
Non-Fiction: 
Author: Hao Jiang Tian  
Title: Along the roaring river. 
Subtitle: my wild ride from 
Mao to the Met. 
Author: T. June Li  
Title: Another world lies be-
yond 
Subtitle: Creating Liu Fang 
Yuan, the Huntington's Chi-
nese Garden. 
Author: Li-young Li 
Title: Behind my eyes/Li-
young Li. (poetry). 
Author: Charles N. Li  
Title: The bitter sea 
Subtitle: Coming of age in 
China before Mao. 
Author: Ha Jin  
Title: The writer as migrant 
Author: Leo Ou-fan Lee  
Title: City between worlds  
Subtitle: My Hong Kong. 
Author: Chiou-ling Yeh  
Title: Making an American 
festival 
Subtitle: Chinese New Year in 

San Francisco's Chinatown. 
Author: Guoqi Xu and Wil-
liam C. Kirby  
Title: Olympic dreams 
Subtitle: China and sports, 
1895-2008. 
Author: Lynn Pan  
Title: Shanghai style 
Subtitle: Art and Design Be-
tween the Wars. 
 
Fiction: 
Author: Fae Myenne Ng  
Title: Steer toward rock 
Author: Francie Lin  
Title: The Foreigner 
Author: Ginny Gong 
Title: From ironing board to 
corporate board  
Subtitle: My Chinese laundry 
experience in America. 
Author: Mingmei Yip  
Title: Peach blossom pavilion 
Author: Camy Tang  
Title: Single sashimi 
Author: Henry Chang  
Title: Year of the dog 
 
Juvenile Award: 
Author: Laurence Yep  
Title: Dragon Road 
Author: Kim Wong Keltner  
Title: I want candy 
Author: Moying Li  
Title: Snow Falling in Spring 
Subtitle: Coming of Age in 
China during the Cultural 
Revolution. 
Author: Da Chen  
Title: Sword/ 
Subtitle: Jian (Chinese) 
 
Children's Award: 
Author: Icy Smith  
Title: Mei Ling in China City 
Author: Grace Lin  
Bringing in the New Year 
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CALA Best Book Award Winners:  
Adult Non-Fiction: The writer as mi-
grant  
Adult Fiction: Steer toward rock 
Juvenile Award: Dragon Road 
Children's Award: Mei Ling in China 
City 
 

The writer as migrant 
 

Ha Jin's 
journey 
raises rich 
and fasci-
nating ques-
tions about 
language, 
migration, 
and the 
place of 
literature in 
a rapidly 
globalizing 
world-
questions 
that take 

center stage in The Writer as Migrant, 
his first work of nonfiction. Consisting 
of three interconnected essays, this 
book sets Ha Jin's own work and life 
alongside those of other literary exiles, 
creating a conversation across cultures 
and between eras. He employs the cases 
of Alexander Solzhenitsyn and Chinese 
novelist Lin Yutang to illustrate the 
obligation a writer feels to the land of 
his birth, while Joseph Conrad and 
Vladimir Nabokov-who, like Ha Jin, 
adopted English for their writing-are 
enlisted to explore a migrant author's 
conscious choice of a literary language. 
A final essay draws on V. S. Naipaul 
and Milan Kundera to consider the 
ways in which our era of perpetual 
change forces a migrant writer to recon-
ceptualize the very idea of home. 
Throughout, Jin brings other celebrated 
writers into the conversation as well, 
including W. G. Sebald, C. P. Cavafy, 
and Salman Rushdie-refracting and 
refining the very idea of a literature of 
migration. http://
www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/
metadata.epl?

mode=synopsis&bookkey=320675 
 

Steer Toward Rock 
 
Steer Toward Rock, Fae Myenne Ng's 
heartbreaking 
novel of unre-
quited love, 
tells the story 
of the only 
bachelor 
butcher at the 
Universal 
Market in San 
Francisco. 
Jack Moon 
Szeto-that 
was the name 
he bought, the 
name he 
made his life 
by-serves the lonely grass widows 
whose absentee husbands work the 
farmlands in the Central Valley. A man 
who knows that the body is the only 
truth, Jack attends to more than just 
their weekly orders of lamb or beef. 
Not since Bone, Fae Myenne Ng's 
highly praised debut novel, has a work 
so eloquently revealed the complex 
loyalties of Chinese America. Steer 
Toward Rock is the story of a man who 
chooses love over the law, illuminating 
a part of U.S. history few are aware of, 
but one that has had echoing effects for 
generations. http://
www.hyperionbooks.com/titlepage.asp?
ISBN=0786860979&SUBJECT=Fictio
n 
 
Dragon Road 
 
Best friends Cal and Barney are down 
and out in Chinatown. In the America 
of 1939, they are trapped by invisible 
barriers created by racial prejudice. 
With no jobs and no real homes, it's 
only their wizardry with a basketball 
that's let them survive this long. That 
same skill suddenly flings a door open 
to fame and fortune when a profes-
sional basketball team, the Dragons, 
invites them to join the team. Soon 

     CALA Interim Report 

they're barnstorming across America 
and taking on all comers-from local 
amateurs to other professional teams 
like the Harlem Globetrotters. Inspired 
by the pioneering professional Chinese 
American basketball team the Hong 
Wah Kues, Newbery Honor author 
Laurence Yep re-creates a colorful era 
of barnstorming basketball and leads 
readers through the heartache and glory 
of the dragon road. http://
www.harpercollinschildrens.com/
HarperChildrens/Kids/
BookDetail.aspx?
isbn13=9780060275204 

Mei Ling in China City 
 
Based on a true story of events during 
World War II in Los Angeles China 
City, a 12-year-old Chinese American 
girl named Mei Ling Lee loses her best 
friend Yayeko Akiyama when she and 
her family were interned in the Man-
zanar War Relocation Center. By writ-
ing letters to each other, both young 
girls recount their painful separation 
and their lives in China City and Man-

zanar. 
The 
vivid 
water-
color 
paint-
ings 
warmly 
portray 
the real 
scenes 
of the 
forgot-

ten China City in Los Angeles and 
Manzanar. This unprecedented chil-
dren's book depicts the hardships and 
cross-cultural experiences of Americans 
of Chinese and Japanese ancestry dur-
ing the war years. Close to 50 never-
before-published paintings and histori-
cal photographs of China City are pre-
sented for the first time. http://

Picture source: Amazon.com 
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Archive of CALA 

official documents 

Awards Committee 
Date: June 14, 2009 
Member Roster:  
Cathy Yang (Chair)  
Wen-Ying Lu  
Katherine Sun  
Jiaxun Wu  
George Zhixian Yi 
Is this an interim or annual 
report?: Annual report 
List significant activities the 
committee has done since 
last report: 
Since we posted "Call for 
Nominations for CALA Dis-
tinguished Award" on Jan. 3, 
2009, the Committee has ac-
complished the following: 
(1) Drafted and finished docu-
ment "Guidelines for CALA's 
Pesident's Recognition 
Award"; Submitted on 2/15/09 
(2) Revised and updated 
"Awards Committee" docu-
ment, and submitted on 
4/27/09 
(3) Selected and recom-

mended a recipient for the 
"CALA Distinguished Service 
Award" by reviewing and 
evaluating nomination docu-
mentations from May 1. 
(4) Presented recommendation 
of Prof. John T. Ma as the 
recipient to the President and 
the Executive Director on May 
12, 2009. 
(5) After receiving the Presi-
dent's notice of the Board's 
approval of our recommenda-
tion, sent congratulations letter 
to Prof. Ma on May 26, 2009. 
(6) Worked on a public an-
nouncement on this award 
result, on May 27. 
(7) Announced the name of 
the award recipient in the 
CALA listserv, website and 
Newsletter via Bin Zhang, 
Vincci Kwong, and Priscilla 
Yu between May 28-29. 
(8) Accepted President 
Zhang's nomination of Bar-

bara S. Ford and Haipeng Li 
as President's Recognition 
Award recipients, after re-
viewing and evaluating their 
qualifications in accordance 
with the criteria set up in the 
Guidelines. 
(9) Notified our decision of 
the above awards to the Presi-
dent on June 11, 2009. 
(10) Requested the Executive 
Director Haipeng Li to prepare 
Plaque and certificate for the 
award recipients.   
List committee recommen-
dations, if any, to the Board: 
(1) Recommendation of the 
recipient of the CALA Distin-
guished Award 
(2) Awards Committee docu-
ment 
(3) Guidelines for CALA's 
President's Recognition 
Award 
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Mentorship 
Program 
Committee 
Date: June 14, 2009 
Member Roster: 
Wenwen Zhang (Chair) 
Jason Alston  
Nora Chen  
Sun Li  
Zao Liu  
Eve Alison Nyren  
Lian Ruan 
Is this an interim or annual 
report?: Annual report 
List significant activities the 
committee has done since 
last report: 
This is an addition to the In-
terim report. 
Actively recruited mentors 
and mentees for the Mentor-
ship Program. 

• In October 2008, the 
Committee posted a Mentor-
ship Program announcement 
on the CALA website. 
• In January, the Commit-
tee announced the Mentorship 
Program via CALA Listserv. 
•   
Committee Member Zao Liu 
contacted a colleague of her in 
person and recruited her as a 
mentor. 
Successfully grouped 13 pairs 
of mentors and mentees. We 
totally received 18 mentee 
applications from October 
2008 to May 2009. With ef-
forts of the entire committee, 
13 mentees have been con-
nected to a mentor. Many 
thanks to experienced librari-
ans and devoted CALA mem-
bers Haipeng Li, Win Shih, 
Guoying Liu, Qian Liu, Allan 
Cho and Yue Shu who gra-
ciously served as a mentor to 
one to three mentees and 

shared their experience with 
them. 
Closely monitored the mentor-
ing program. All committee 
members served as a coordina-
tor for one to two groups and 
communicated with the men-
tors and mentees. 
Revised the CALA Mentoring 
Program Committee Guide-
lines. Committee Chair Wen-
wen Zhang amended the 
CALA Mentoring Program 
Committee Guidelines and 
Procedures, with review and 
approval by the CALA current 
President ShaLi Zhang. 
Recruited 4 members to the 
CALA. Four mentee appli-
cants, who were previously 
not a CALA member, joined 
CALA. 
Started recruiting mentees for 
each 2009 Scholarship Award 
Recipient. 
List committee recommen-
dations, if any, to the Board:  
None. 
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ALA Membership Application FORM 
Applicant Information 
Today’s Date: 

Name (Last, First): Middle Name: Chinese Name: 

Home Address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Country: Home Phone: Email: 

Employment Information 
Institution: 

Work Address:   

Work Phone: E-mail: Fax: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Job Title:     

Type of membership 
New Member           Renewing Member (Please circle) 
Regular ($30)     Student ($15)           Non-salaried ($15)                Overseas ($15) 
Life ($300)              Institutional ($100)           Affiliated ($100)     (Please circle) 
Do You Prefer CALA Materials Mail To Your:     Home        Office   (Please circle) 
Note: Membership Dues cover the full calendar year, from January 1st to December 31st. First time new member 
joining during or after the annual membership meeting is entitled to pay half the annual dues for the remainder of 
the calendar year. Dues in U.S. dollar value equivalency or from a U.S. bank. 

Chapter information 
Greater Mid-Atlantic     Midwest          Northeast              Northern California               Southeast 
Southern California                    Southwest             All other U.S. States           Non-U.S. Areas     (Please circle) 

Additional contribution 
CALA General Fund: 
CALA Scholarship Fund: 
CALA Research Fund: 
CALA Books to China Fund: 
Total (includes membership fee and additional contribution): 

I recommend the following potential member 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone/Email: 

CALA member who recommended you 

Name: 

Please enclose a check payable to CALA. Send this form and the check to: 
Elaine Dong 
Cataloging Dept., University of Arkansas Libraries, 365 N. Mcllroy Ave., Fayetteville, Arkansas  
72701-4002 U.S.A. 
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